
































Great Neck Architectural Design Styles 
There are many different kinds of buildings and design sty les in the Vi llage. These 

typicai ly reflect the fashions of the times as we ll as the builder's architectural prefer­

ences. For instance, Wi lliam R. Grace was fond of English style buildings, as were 
many of his contemporaries and other builders . As a result we see Engl ish Tudor 

sty le apartment and commercial bu ild ings, the names of such places as Wyngate, 

and the landscaping around the numerous garden apartments along Schenck Avenue 
and Welwyn Road. At the same time, many 20th-century builders favored Colonial 

Revival buildings which used architectural features from the late 18th and early 19th 

century, including multi-paned windows, small entry porches and gambrel roofs. By 

the late 1930s and into the 1950s new styles were adopted from art-deco motifs and 

streamlined curved shapes for commercial and apartment buildings. As a result of 

these fashion trends we can see the Village's history through its built env ironment. 

English Tudor 
English Tudor buildings have exposed 

exterior timbers in between plaster or 

stucco sheathing. This style was 

extreme ly popular for com merc ial 

buildings in the mid - late 1800s and 

for houses and apartment buildings in 

the early - mid 1900s. Examples of 

thi s sty le in Great Neck Plaza include 

16 Welwyn Road (#6), 4 M aple Avenue 
(#14), 1 Hillside Avenue (#17), and two 

commercial buildings at 70-78 and 

67-85 Middle Neck Road. 

Colonial Revival 
During the late 1800s and early to 

mid-1900s many designers harkened 

back to classic Federal and Greek 

Revival architecture, with such features 
as triangular gable pediments on the 

roof, small multi-paned double sash 

windows, simple gable or gambrel 

roofs, and corner pi lasters with 

co lumns. Decorative touches also 

included square dentils along the roof 

lines, round porches and manicured 
gardens and lawns. Examples of the 

sty le include the Village Garden 

Apartments (#5), 8 Bond Street (#12), 

the Community Church (#15), Citibank 

(#1 8) and 90 Knightsbridge Road (#22). 

Victorian 
Victo ri an buildings are typically 
characterized by bay windows, small 

turrets or towers, decorative brackets 

and shingles on the surface or roof. 

This style was most popular in the late 

1800s to early 1900s but later buildings 
had similar characteristics . Some exam­

ples include the Wychwood Apartments 
(#2), 19 Barstow Road (#7), St. Paul 's 

Church (#8) the Robertson Block (#10) 

and 11 Middle Neck Road (#19), 

Art Deco 
Art Deco and Art Moderne style build­

ings were most popular in the 1920s 

through 1940s. Their features include 

a smooth surface of varying co lors with 

projecting windows surrounded by 

z igzags, glass blocks and occasionally 

stained glass. They can also have 
curved walls w hen situated on a corner. 

Examples include the New York 
Telephone Building (#3), 5 Bond Street 
(#11) and 10 Grace Avenue (#13). 

Vernacular 
Architectural histori ans ca ll buildings 

that are des igned by ordinary people 

vernacular architecture. They usually 

are based on patterns that are tradition­

al in particular reg ions or built by a 

group of people. While vern acular 

buildings are common in rural areas, 

they are also part of workers houses. 

Examples in Great Neck Plaza include 
the houses along Walnut and Pearce 

place (#20), 22 Chapel and 4 Ash Place. 

They are wooden frame homes with a 

modified Georgian floor plan, 2 rooms 

wide and 2 rooms deep. All have gable 

roofs and double sash w indows. 

Modern 
Beginning in the 1950s and 1960s 

many profess ional architects experi­

mented with various styles, ranging 

from the square Bauhaus style to round 

buildings. In Great Neck Plaza we 
have the Chase Manhattan Bank (#9) 

as the premier example of this style. 

Its' square box-like cubes and glass 

entranceway was a pioneering exam­
ple, along with the round-entrance 

NY Fitness Club which ori ginally 

housed a Cadill ac dealership at 

15 Barstow Road. 

For more information on architectural 

styles, read Virginia and Lee McAlester, 
A Field Guide to American Houses 
(Knopf, 1984). 
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