








the public. In addition, the mayor may call other meetings. A typical
order of business at a village consists of approving outstanding
charges against the village for services and equipment, discussing
general village business and hearing reports from each of the
trustees. First class villages are required by state law to elect a
police justice. Smaller villages may elect one if they wish.

Suggestions for improvement of administration, complaints,
recommendations or any requests for village action may be made
to the Board of Trustees by the citizens either verbally at the public
village meetings or by petition.

Each village except Russell Gardens has a police justice elec-
ted or appointed for a four-year term. The police court handles of-
fenses under the vehicle and traffic laws and local ordinances.

After a public hearing, each village board adopts an annual
budget which the state constitution limits to two percent of the full
value of the total taxable property, averaged over the past five
years, in that village. Each board determines its own tax rate and
supervises the collection of taxes. It may borrow money on the
credit of the village, although the state constitution limits the
amount to not over seven percent of the average full value of total
taxable property for the past five years.

State law requires that all village budgets be prepared by the
Budget Officer, who may be the mayor or someone specially ap-
pointed. All heads of departments must submit estimates of the
year’'s expenditures for their departments. These figures are then
reviewed by the Budget Officer or a Budget Committee. A public
hearing is called, and further revisions may be made at that time,
after which the budget is adopted.

Each vilage has a Planning Board appointed by its Board of
Trustees except Great Neck Plaza where the Board of Trustees
acts as its own Planning Board. Itis the responsibility of each Plan-
ning Board to review all sub-development “plats;” to see that
streets are laid and public utilities, including water mains,
provided. The Board makes certain that lot areas conform; and it
plans roadside planting. The plat must be approved by the State
Department of Health, the Nassau County Department of Public
Works, the Nassau County Treasurer and Collector of Taxes, the
appropriate Village Clerk and Planning Board Chairman and other
agencies.

On zoning questions, each Planning Board makes its recom-
mendations to the Board of Trustees. After a public hearing on the
issue, the Board passes the necessary ordinances if zoning
changes are desired.
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Building inspectors of each village make certain that struc-
tures comply with the building codes and zoning ordinances. The
Board of Appeals-hears appeals regarding these ordinances.

All financial records of the villages are subject to New York
State audit. These audits are usually held every two years. An an-
nual report of village activities is distributed to its taxpayers by
each village in the form of a treasurer’'s or village report.

The typical village administration consists of an elected Mayor
and Board of Trustees, who serve two-year terms. Some villages
have a Police Justice, who serves a four-year term. The Board of
Trustees appoints a Village Clerk, a Treasurer, a Village Attorney, a
Superintendent of Public Works, a Building Inspector (who may be
one of the Trustees), a Village Planning Board and a Board of Ap-
peals. Other commissions, boards and village employees may be
appointed by the Board of Trustees as necessary.

Special Districts

Special districts are created by the town to provide services
not available in any other manner. They are formed in response to
the formal request of 51% of the residents of the area to be served
and are administered by commissioners who are elected (if
created prior to 1934) or appointed (if created since 1934). All dis-
tricts are supported by property taxes levied by the county and
collected by the town. There are eleven special districts in Great
Neck. They are:

Great Neck Water Pollution Control District

Great Neck Village Sewer District

Belgrave Water Pollution Control District

Manhasset-Lakeville Water District

Manhasset-Lakeville Fire District

Town of North Hempstead Lighting District

Town of North Hempstead Sidewalk District

Great Neck Fire District, Alert and Vigiliant Fire Companies

Great Neck Park District

Harbor Hills Park District

Town of North Hempstead Lighting District

The Great Neck Public Library

The Great Neck Public Library is an association library with a
Board of Trustees elected by members of the association. It is a
free voluntary organization open to all citizens of Great Neck.
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The library is supported principally by local taxation (raised by the
school district) and some state aid, plus income from fines, lost
books and rentals. The budget is voted upon annually.

The library system is available to all who live and work in the
school district. The main library is located in a beautiful setting on
Udall's Pond off Bayview Avenue. Bus service is provided con-
tinually from this library to many parts of the peninsula. The three
branches are located in the North Shore Shopping Center (corner
of Great Neck Road and Middle Neck Road) in the Great Neck
Terrace area (475 Great Neck Road, one block off Northern
Boulevard); and at the Parkville School (20-52 Lakeville Road).

Special art and anthropology exhibits, films, children’s story
hours and community meetings supplement one of the finest
collections of books, recordings and reference materials on Long
Island.

Great Neck Library Main Branch
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